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Report to the Community

A New Era for Public Radio in Cincinnati

Fiscal year 2005 represented unprecedented success and loss for Cincinnati Public Radio and set the stage 
for a new era for public radio in the tri-state.

The acquisition of 91.7 WVXU and its six affiliated stations was, without a doubt, the crowning 
achievement of the year - and an extraordinary event that prompted a high level of interest throughout 
the industry and in local and national press.  With unparalleled unanimity of purpose, Cincinnati Public 
Radio’s Board of Directors, management and staff acted with one accord to make this dream a reality.  
Each department played a role in planning for the integration of WVXU into the organization as well as in 
the development of a new public radio service for Greater Cincinnati. The fiscal year closed with the news 
that the Federal Communications Commission granted approval for the assignment of Xavier University’s 
seven stations to Cincinnati Public Radio. The transfer was scheduled to take place in August 2005.  

Among the many additional highlights for Cincinnati Public Radio were the following:

Local and National Program Production 

WGUC program producers entertained and informed the Greater Cincinnati community with a wide variety 
of programs each and every day.  In addition to providing 16 hours of locally hosted 
classical music each weekday, the station produced the nationally syndicated 
programs Classics for Kids, 90 Second Naturalist, and Brain Brew; recorded and 
broadcast the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra concert season; the May Festival; 
and Cincinnati Opera season.  Concerts by the Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra, Vocal 
Arts Ensemble, Cincinnati Chamber Music Society, Linton Chamber Music Series 
were recorded and broadcast.

Cincinnati Spotlight showcased Greater Cincinnati’s vibrant arts and cultural 
community on a daily basis; and the Paavo Perspective was another regular feature 
highlighting CSO Music Director Paavo Jarvi’s insights into the classical music world. 
WGUC also produced and broadcast special holiday programming including Tunes 
from the Crypt Goes to the Movies; Feast for the Ears; Love Greetings; and the 
Jewish High Holy Days special programs. WGUC also added to its library nearly one thousand additional 
performances of new releases or classic recordings that had been missing from the WGUC music playlist.

More than 150,000 listeners tuned to 90.9 WGUC for classical music programming each week.



WGUC’s live broadcasts were also streamed to the international community through its website 
www.wguc.org.  Online content also included a web only April Fools Day program, archived video and 
audio interviews, and archived Black History Month and Women’s History Month modules. 
  
Inauguration of surround sound and multi-channel digital broadcasting 

WGUC continued to occupy a leadership position in the creation and implementation of groundbreaking 
broadcast and production technology. The station is one of only a handful nationwide that offers full-time 

multicasting – a facet of HD Radio that many pundits believe will be the “killer 
application” that will spur the growth of and consumer demand for digital radio. 

WGUC also led the industry in the testing of new technology for broadcasting 
surround sound content.  WGUC’s Corbett Studio is recognized as having some 

of the best independently recorded and produced surround sound content available.  As such, WGUC 
was asked to provide the content for the impending tests of four competing surround sound encoding 
technologies coordinated by National Public Radio. In addition, Alex Kosiorek, The Corbett Studio’s 
recording engineer, was a member of the National Radio Systems Committee (NRSC) subcommittee, 
Surround Sound Audio Task Group (SSATG), charged with reviewing surround sound technology with the 
goal of recommending a standard to the FCC for national adoption. 

The Airwaves Kite Fest

WGUC partnered with the West Chester Parks Department and PIGS Aloft, 
a local amateur kite club, to sponsor a free family friendly event that would 
expand our outreach into Butler County.  The Airwaves Kite Fest launched in 
April 2005. With a beautiful day and promotional assistance from Time Warner 
Cable, WGUC welcomed 10,000 people to Voice of America Park to experience 
the fun of kite flying.  

Classics for Kids® 

Classics for Kids® makes classical music exciting and accessible for elementary school children through its 
weekly radio program and dynamic, interactive website. To reach out to youngsters in high school, a new 
initiative was targeted to teens. Funded with support by the Fine Arts Fund, a pilot program took place for 
six sessions January through March 2005. Its goal was to create several one-minute radio features that 
connect teens and classical music. Program participants researched topic ideas, learned how to conduct 
interviews, wrote scripts and recorded the features under the tutelage and guidance of Naomi Lewin and 
Tim Lanter.  Eight Clark Montessori students were chosen to participate in the pilot program. Two features 



were developed during the six- week period with each 
student receiving his or her completed spot on CD. The 
spots were also broadcast during WGUC’s Spring Fund 
Drive and were accessible through the Classics for Kids® 
and WGUC web sites. 

During the school year, Classics for Kids® also visited 
children in the after-school programs at Emanuel 
Community Center, Peaslee Neighborhood Center, Clifton 
Community Center (first part of the year) and Carnegie 

Center Columbia-Tusculum (second part of the year); to present a musical program designed to help 
introduce the children to classical music.

Most participants have virtually no prior knowledge of this art form. These 15-minute presentations 
feature a different composer or musical idea each week. For example, one talked about emotions in music 
while another illustrated how various composers imitated animals in their music. Dancing or singing is 
often part of the program, and take-home activity sheets are given out at each session. To date, more 
than 200 children have been reached through this outreach effort.  

WGUC’s Online Service

At the beginning of FY 05, wguc.org launched a new web site design.  Online listeners were required to 
register their web site preferences before gaining access to 
the live streaming audio. This led to a ten-fold increase in 
the number of registered users and increased dramatically 
the level of individualized contacts the station made through 
the web site.
 
Another consequence of this strategy was a significant 
increase in subscribers to WGUC’s e-mail newsletter 
(112%) and daily play list (170%).   The web site’s overall 
performance also reached new highs - topping 100,000 
visitors for eight straight months and reaching a high of 
more than 126,000 in March 2005. 

Other improvements to the site included content served to 
registered web site visitors based on their preferences; the 
“WGUC Today” feature highlighting the daily music schedule; 
a continuing series of interactive poll questions; and the 
annual springtime interactive six-week “Composers Fantasy 
League” -142 listener-manager drafted composer teams and 
listeners voted for their favorites from week to week.

The Classics for Kids Web site continued to be updated to 
better serve the needs of its audience.  A quiz feature was 
added to each program page, the results of which will be 
used as an evaluation tool to monitor learning.  Also added 
were a web-only audio feature celebrating the “Music of 
Freedom” in honor of the opening of the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center; resource lists 
for parents: Music for very young children; Musical video games; ongoing additions to the Book Lists; 
Interactive contests: My Favorite Composer; I like classical music because…; and resources for the Girl 
Scout Junior “Making Music” badge.

In response to feedback received from teachers dealing with firewalls in their schools’ Internet networks, 
listening to the online audio features was made more inclusive. Instead of Windows Media Player or 
RealPlayer (which many schools block), classicsforkids.com now uses a Flash-based audio player to serve 
its programs and many of its music clips. 



As a result, visits to the Classics for Kids Web site improved dramatically and consistently beginning in the 
2004 school year (+86%). Subscribers to the Classics for Kids e-mail newsletter subscribers have also 
nearly quadrupled over the past year.

Corbett Studio Recording Projects 

The Corbett Studio recorded and produced a variety of CDs for local musicians including:  

Carmon DeLeone’s “The Princess And the Pea” CD. 
This CD was recorded in May 2004 at Music Hall, and 
released on April 1, 2005. The CD is a professional 
quality CD release containing “Fanfare, Funk & 
Fandango,” a work commissioned by WGUC, as well as 
other works written by Cincinnati Ballet music director 
Carmon DeLeone.

Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati “Christmas 
Holidays” CD. This CD was recorded at St. Boniface 
Catholic Church over the winters of 2002 and 2003. 
The CD was edited and mixed in surround sound in 
the summer/fall of 2004. Once completed, the CD was 
chosen for release on record label Pro Organo. Pro 
Organo is acclaimed for high quality, world-class 
recordings of organs, organists and choirs.

St. Peter and Chains: A recording project completely 
recorded in surround sound at St. Peter and Chains 
Cathedral featuring their choir and organ.

Addition of Steinway & Sons 9’ “D” Concert Grand Piano to Corbett Studio

Corbett Studio was the recipient of an exquisite Steinway & Sons 9’ “D” Concert Grand Piano. The 
Steinway belonged to the late William D. Black, who served as chair of College-Conservatory of Music’s 

piano department. This generous gift came from Bill’s wife, Anne Black. The 
piano has been described as one of the finest pianos at any recording studio in 
the Midwest.

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

But, we also spoke of loss.

Midway through the year, we suffered the severe emotional, personal and professional loss of Coleen 
Tracey, who had shepherded our public relations and special events. Coleen was young, talented, and 
vivacious; that, combined with the fact that few of us have experienced a death of a fellow office mate, 
left the staff crushed, devasated and heartbroken. Coleen was a special lady, a true devotee and booster 
of public radio, and a dear friend. She is irreplaceable. She is missed.

Nonetheless, our sense of loss has been attenuated somewhat by the recollection that Coleen was 
intimately involved in the planning and initial implementation of every one of the spectacular successes 
we enjoyed this year.

As we venture forth in this new era for Cincinnati Public Radio, we remain confident that even more 
excitement lies ahead.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________



Cincinnati Public Radio, Inc.
Statement of Activities

Year Ended June 30, 2005

Sources of Revenue

Individual Memberships  $1,290,071 40%

Business and Industry   $   546,643 17%

Federal, State & Local Grants $   446,885 14%
& Contracts

Foundations    $     90,500 3%

Rental and Services   $     70,178 2%

Events     $     67,945 2%

Building Fund    $     50,000 2%

Gain on Sale of Property &  $     23,214 1%
Equipment

Miscellaneous    $     72,278 2%

In-kind Donations   $   541,187 17%

      $3,198,901 100%

Expenditures*

Programming, Production &  $2,139,004 56%
Transmission / Program 
Information & Promotion

Membership & Underwriting  $1,005,983 26%

General Administration   $   678,277 18%

      $3,823,264 100%
 
*Includes unbudgeted, board approved, expenses associated with the acquisition of 91.7 
WVXU and its six affiliated stations.  The acquisition was completed on August 22, 2005.

Source: FY05 Audited Financial Statement
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