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Alligators Hunting With “Tools” 

Did you know that alligators and crocodiles can use small sticks to attract birds looking 

for nesting materials. If the birds get too close, they become a meal. The behavior has 

so far been observed among American alligators in Louisiana, as well as marsh 

crocodiles in India. 

Alligators only engaged in this trickery during the nesting season, when there's often a 

shortage of sticks in marshy areas where these reptiles and birds overlap, and birds 

sometimes even fight amongst themselves to procure sticks to build nests.  

Wading birds like snowy egrets have been known to nest in wooded islands near areas 

with high levels of alligators.  

What's really remarkable about the gator and croc behavior is that they are not only 

using lures, but they are timing it to just when the birds they want to capture are nesting 

and looking for sticks to use.  They are making some assessment of the birds 

themselves. 

Some observers see this as tool use, but in the practical sense it is just using sticks as 

lures to attract the birds close enough to grab. 

Either way, clearly reptiles are much more intelligent than generally acknowledged. 

 Crocodiles, for example, have complex communication systems, can hunt in 

coordination and ambush prey, and in a few species, both parents help raise young. 

http://www.livescience.com/27306-alligator-facts.html
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Pygmy Hippo  

One of the great things about public radio is that the small percentage of Americans 

who listen are the most informed decision makers.  How can I say that?  Well, with 

some regularity I hear from the world expert on various topics every time I misstate 

some detail on this show. 

 

Most recently, it was the field biologist who has worked in the forests of Sierra Leone for 

33 years studying the pygmy hippo. 

In a story about the more common Nile Hippopotamus, I casually mentioned its 

diminutive cousin, the pygmy hippo from the Congo.  And there you have it.  It ends up 

pygmy hippos live in West Africa, not Central Africa.  The species is mainly confined to 

Liberia, with small numbers in the neighboring countries of Sierra Leone, Guinea, and 

the Ivory Coast. 

 

Now, at first glance, the pygmy hippopotamus looks like a mini version of its larger 

relative, the Nile hippopotamus. But it differs in behavior and physical characteristics. 

Most notably, they only weigh a couple of hundred kilos. And they are much less 

aquatic than their giant relative. 

The pygmy hippo's feet are less webbed and its toes more free than those of the hippo, 

and its legs are longer than its huge cousin's. The pygmy hippo's teeth are also 

different: it only has one pair of incisors, while the hippo has two or three.  

http://animals.sandiegozoo.org/lexicon/animal_glossary#Aquatic
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Sharks Attack From Behind  

Some sharks can tell which way humans are facing and tend to stay out of their field of 

vision, typically passing by or approaching people from the rear.   

Although divers and shark scientists have noticed this tendency before, it hadn't been 

carefully documented.  Now in a new study, researchers kneeled on the seafloor for 

hours staring straight ahead, while interactions with Caribbean reef sharks were 

videotaped from above. About 80 percent of the time, reef sharks that came close to the 

subjects passed behind them. 

It doesn't mean they sneak up in a way of having a vicious thought; mainly, they are 

curious but at the same time cautious.   

The study finding helps explain stories from commercial and sport divers, who have told 

him tales of turning around to find great white sharks staring them down. It also helps 

explain why most shark attacks take place from the rear.  

But remember, shark attacks remain extremely rare, only killing about 10 people 

globally per year.  People are quite unfamiliar to sharks, so we are not typically on their 

diet, even if we are an appropriate prey size for a big shark. 

It is believed that the vast majority of shark bites on humans are mistakes, either in 

murky shallow water where vision is impaired, or when swimmers appear much like a 

seal or other prey animal.  May sound far-fetched for those far from the ocean, but from 

below, a surfer can be a remarkable mimic of a seal or sea lion. 

http://www.livescience.com/topics/sharks/
http://www.livescience.com/42013-sharks-approach-from-rear.html
http://www.livescience.com/42013-sharks-approach-from-rear.html
http://www.livescience.com/27338-great-white-sharks.html
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Giant Armadillo  

Like phantoms of the Amazon, giant armadillos are barely known and rarely seen, as 

they dig deep burrows to hide themselves during the day and only come out at night. 

Growing up to 1.5 meters long from snout to tail, these armadillos are always on the 

move, and generally only stay in their 5 m deep holes for two nights before excavating 

new ones.  I’ve seen them in action in the middle of the night on the forest floor in 

Suriname, and I can attest they giant armadillos are digging machines. 

New research shows that these burrows are surprisingly important for other animal 

communities in the area and provide shelter for at least 25 other species, from tortoises 

to lesser anteaters. 

So, giant armadillos are like 'ecosystem engineers,' providing homes for many other 

animals.  

Little is known about giant armadillos because they occur in very low densities, are quite 

shy and are nocturnal. Very few giant armadillos had been seen before 2010, 

researchers started a project to capture the animals on camera.  

Scientists set up camera traps in front of 70 giant armadillo burrows, which took photos 

of animals that came by to use the holes. The burrows provide a hiding place and home 

for many of these animals and shelter from the heat and cold, staying a relatively 

constant temperature. 
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Giant Peruvian Leech 

A new T. rex of the leech world has been named — one with ferociously large teeth, but 

only a tiny body and just one jaw.  

This new leech species, Tyrannobdella rex, which means "tyrant leech king," was first 

discovered three years ago in the nostril of a 9-year-old Peruvian girl.  The child 

frequently bathed in lakes, rivers and streams in the Amazonian part of Peru and had 

felt a sliding sensation in the back of her nose.  

Although its teeth only reach up to 130 microns high — a little more than the width of a 

human hair — that's at least five times as high as that of other leeches.   And eight teeth 

line this bloodsucker's jaw.  

Still, its other physical traits belie its majestic name. The leech is less than 5 centimeters 

long, and it possesses extremely small genitalia.  

Unlike any other known leech, this new species has just one jaw. It uses it like a saw, 

and It doesn't need a huge wound, because it has incredible suction power to get blood. 

Unlike many leeches, which latch onto bodies from the outside, this new T. rex has the 

unnerving tendency to seek out the insides of a victim via various orifices. 

There are 600 to 700 species of leeches that science has described so far, but  

scientyists suspect there could be as many as 10,000 species throughout the world. 

 

 

http://www.livescience.com/php/multimedia/imagedisplay/img_display.php?s=animals&c=news&l=on&pic=trex-leech-100414-02.jpg&cap=The+newly+discovered+leech+species%2C+Tyrannobdella+rex+anterior%2C+has+sucker+exhibiting+with+a+longitudinal+slit+through+which+the+single+jaw+protrudes+when+feeding.+Credit%3A+Anna+J.+Phillips+et+al.%2C+PLoS+ONE.&title=
http://www.livescience.com/php/multimedia/imagedisplay/img_display.php?s=animals&c=news&l=on&pic=leech-jaw-100414-02.jpg&cap=The+new+leech+species%2C+Tyrannobdella+rex%2C+has+only+a+single+jaw+with+eight+large+teeth+that+are+five+times+taller+than+those+of+other+leeches.+%28Scale+bar+is+100+micrometers%29+Credit%3A+Anna+J.+Phillips+et+al.%2C+PLoS+ONE.&title=


 
     90 Second Naturalist - February 2014 Scripts 
 
 

©2014 Cincinnati Public Radio & Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden 

Bat Mating 
 
More than 1,200 species of bats exist today, representing about 20 percent of all  
mammal species in the world. And given they are the only mammals able to fly, bats  

have some unique mating behaviors not seen in other mammals. 

 

To start, the location and timing of mating varies greatly between bat species. 

Bats living in temperate regions usually migrate from their summer habitat to their winter  

hibernation sites, called hibernacula, where breeding occurs. They mate in the late  

summer and early autumn, and the females store the males' sperm until the next spring.  

Bats living in warm tropical regions don't migrate  — their mating patterns follow the  

seasonal variation in food supply.  

 

How bats attract and choose mates is equally diverse. 

For those hibernating species, males and females meet for the first time that year in the  

hibernacula. Bats 'swarm' around in huge numbers, chasing each other and performing  

spectacular aerobatics.  It's not clear how the bats choose their mates, but it may be the  

case that females seek out the most agile males. During the swarming event, breeding  

pairs will go off to secluded spots in the cave to mate in private. 

Arboreal bats have their own way of doing things. Male hammer-headed bats, which  

have an enlarged larynx and nasal cavity, line up in trees along the riverbank and try to  

woo passing females by "honking" at them.  
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Same Story, Different Species 

In my own research and writing, I always keep in mind Charles Darwin's ideas about  

evolutionary continuity — namely, that the differences among various animals are  

differences in degree rather than kind. 

 

What this really means is that the differences among animals in their anatomy,  

physiology and cognitive and emotional lives are shades of gray, not black and white.  

So, the bumper sticker for continuity is, "If we have something, 'they' have it too.” 

In fact, the similarity of structure among living things is both remarkable and inspiring.  

For example, all vertebrates are built on pretty much the same skeletal framework, with  

a central nervous system and a basic symmetrical, quadruped structure.  (Sure, fish and  

snakes have a different exterior appearance, but inside, they are a whole lot like us. 

Perhaps the best example of our similarity of structure is the vertebrate class  

Mammalia.  In just a couple of hundred million years mammals have radiated out to  

more than 5000 living species today.  Yet, from the 2 cm long bumblebee bat of Cuba,  

to the 35 meter blue whale, all of our skeletons are far more similar than different. 

As are our stories.  As Pete Seeger sings in his song, “Of Time & Rivers Flowing”: “the  

circle of the planets, the circle of the moon, the circle of the atom, all play a marching  

tune.” 

 

Or as my daughter described this radio show years ago, “it’s the same story every day.   

He just changes the names of the animals to make it sound different.” 
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Shark Fetuses Detect Electric Fields 
A number of species of sharks deposit their embryos in rectangular capsules sometimes  

whimsically called mermaid's purses, which you likely have seen on the seashore.  

The shark parents of these embryos use highly sensitive receptors known as the  

ampullae of Lorenzini to detect the electric fields generated by the muscle contractions  

of potential prey. Now scientists find their embryos can similarly detect the electric fields  

of potential predators to help them escape being eaten. 

And this is while still in their egg cases! 

 

Their embryos spend up to five months inside egg cases, where they are vulnerable to  

attack from fish, marine mammals and even large mollusks. 

Researchers discovered that even within their egg cases, the embryos could detect  

electric fields in the lab created to mimic those of predators such as fish. Video  

recordings showed the developing shark babies responded by ceasing all movements  

of their gills and keeping their bodies perfectly still.  

 

Learning more about such behaviors may help researchers develop effective shark  

repellents, ones that generate electric fields that sharks keep away from. 

The best win/win solution would be not only in producing a repellent to protect ocean  

users from potential attack, but also to protect sharks from being killed. 
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Bat eating Spiders 

Bats rank among the most successful groups of mammals, with the more than 1,200  

species of bats comprising more than one-fifth of all mammal species. Other than owls,  

hawks and snakes, bats have few natural enemies. 

Still, invertebrates — creatures without backbones — have been known to dine on bats.  

For instance, giant centipedes in a cave in Venezuela were seen killing and eating bats,  

and Cockroaches have been observed feeding on bat pups that have fallen to the floor  

of caves. 

 

And, believe it or not, spiders get in on the meals as well. 

Eighty-eight percent of the reported cases of bat catches by spiders were due to web- 

building spiders, with giant tropical orb-weaving spiders with a leg-span of 10 to 15  

centimeters seen catching bats in huge, strong orb-webs up to 1.5 meters wide.  

In instances seen in Costa Rica and Panama, the spiders had built their webs near  

buildings inhabited by bat colonies. Bat-catching via spiderwebs was also witnessed  

particularly often in the parks and forests of the greater Hong Kong area.  

The other cases of spider kills of bats were from spiders that hunt without webs. For  

instance, tarantulas were seen eating small bats in tropical rainforests in South America  

and India. 
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Tear Drinkers 

Deep in the Amazon rain forest butterflies flock to land on the heads of yellow spotted  

turtles to, get this, drink their tears. 

 

The butterflies are attracted to the turtles' tears because the liquid drops contain salt,  

specifically sodium, an important mineral that is scant in the western Amazon. 

Unlike butterflies, turtles get plenty of sodium through their largely carnivorous diet.  But  

herbivores sometimes struggle to get enough sodium and other minerals.  

Turtle tears are not the only source of such salts for butterflies; the insects also readily  

get the salt from animal urine, muddy river banks, puddles, and sweaty people. 

This region is lower in sodium than many places on Earth, because it is more than  

1,600 kilometers from the Atlantic Ocean, a prime source of salt, and is cut off from  

windblown mineral particles to the west by the Andes Mountains.  

 

The tear-drinking phenomenon doesn't appear to take place often outside this region. "I  

have been studying turtles in the wild — from the northern U.S., Mexico and Amazonas  

— for over 50 years and have never seen butterflies drinking tears of turtles anywhere  

else.  

 

But the lack of salt in the region has driven other animals to exhibit unusual behaviors.  

For example, macaws visit clay licks which contains sodium and other minerals.    

Certain types of monkeys also eat dirt for the same reason. 
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Bat Leaf Hearing Cones 
Bats in Costa Rica have evolved a neat trick to help them hear their roost-mates flying  

above: They use leaves to funnel sound in a natural version of an old-timey ear horn. 

The Spix's disc-winged bat, named for suction-cuplike discs on its wings and feet, is  

found in South America. Unlike other cave-dwelling bat species, disc-winged bats roost  

each day in the unfurling leaves of plants outside of caves. These leaves form a tube  

shape as they go from folded-up to flat each day. 

 

To find out how the bats communicate, researchers recorded their calls, including 79  

"inquiry" calls, simple one-note cries used by flying bats to try to locate roosting pals.  

The other 65 recorded calls were complex "response" calls, which can consist of as  

many as 20 to 25 sounds made in response to an inquiry call. 

 

The researchers then played the response and inquiry calls from either inside the leaf or  

outside the leaf, posting a microphone at the opposite end to catch the sound. 

They discovered the leaves don't make very good megaphones: The calls of the  

roosting bats were only amplified by a decibel or two, an inaudible difference for human  

ears and unlikely to make a big difference in how far a bat can be heard. 

 

But the funneling effect of the leaf inward made a big difference for how well roosting  

bats could hear their flying friends. Compared with a bat call heard without the leaf, a  

call heard from within the leaf was up to 10 decibels louder. 
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Spider Eyes 
Jumping spiders, a group of spiders that actively hunts its prey rather than trapping it in  

webs, have four pairs of eyes (as do most spiders).  

 

There are more than 5,000 species of jumping spider, which Long described as the "big  

cats" of the arachnid world for their hunting abilities. The principal eyes of these spiders  

allow for sharp, color vision.  With their main eyes, the spiders can also see ultraviolet  

light, which is outside the spectrum of human vision. 

 

The secondary eyes dotted around the spiders' heads help them detect motion. 

To study this more closely, researchers captured wild jumping spiders, and dabbed  

pairs of their eyes with green and orange paint, the arachnid version of a blindfold.  

The spiders were then put into an enclosure with an iPod touch. On the screen was a  

black dot. When the spider was looking toward the screen, the researchers pressed  

play, and the dot either expanded quickly (as if it coming toward the spider) or  

contracted (as if receding). 

 

The spiders with their anterior lateral eyes blocked didn't respond. Meanwhile, spiders  

with their principal eyes blocked behaves the same as spiders that don't have any paint  

on their eyes at all, and responded in kind. 

 

That means the secondary eyes are crucial for alerting the spider to dangerous motion,  

And by the way, don’t worry. After the experiment, the researchers peeled off the paint  

to restore full spider vision. 
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Spiders Use UV Light 
Anyone who has walked face first into a spider web probably has wondered why other  

animals don’t seem to run into them like that. 

 

Well, scientists are becoming increasingly aware of animal communication outside the  

range of human sensitivity.  A common example are spider web decorations, which are  

silk structures used by orb-web spiders to deceive prey and predators. Researchers use  

spectrophotometric analyses to show that the decorations of spider webs are visible to  

honey bees and birds over short and long distances. 

 

How it works is that the web decorations reflect light in the UV range and exploit an  

inherent sensory bias of insects toward UV light, thereby increasing the foraging  

success of the spider. Decorations also deter visually hunting predators such as birds  

and wasps by hiding the spider or by advertising the web’s noxious characteristics.  

Finally, decorations advertise the position of the web to larger animals such as birds,  

which then avoid contacting and accidentally damaging the web. 

 

The conspicuous white silken adornments known as stabilimenta, which are commonly  

found in the orb web of some spiders, appear to be protective devices that warn birds of  

the presence of webs in their flight path. In research of webs endowed with stabilimenta,  

it was shown that these tended to survive intact the early morning period when birds are  

on the wing; while unmarked webs showed a high incidence of destruction.  
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Patterned Glass 
Each day, more than 250,000 birds in Europe die from collisions with glass windows— 

and annual estimates in the U.S. run into the millions. Birds either don’t see the glass,  

or they see reflections—of trees, for example—in the glass and they don’t know it’s  

there. 

 

In an attempt to reduce the number of fatal bird strikes, German engineers have  

developed a new kind of insulated glass with a patterned UV coating that mimics how  

spiders keep birds from flying into their webs. The special reflective coating appears  

transparent to humans but is clearly visible to birds because they can see UV light. 

This patterned glass is inspired by orb weaver spiders, one of the largest of all families  

of spiders. Orb weavers build the classic flat web: concentric circles with spokes  

radiating out from the center. Some species also incorporate UV-reflective silk strands  

into their webs, creating so-called decorations to attract insects and to distract or warn  

larger animals, including birds. This helps prevent the destruction of the spider’s web  

and its temporary loss of ability to capture prey. 

 

Field testing by ornithologists showed that 76 percent of birds avoided the patterned  

glass and instead flew toward the conventional glass panel. 

While this new patterned glass is of help when building large glass paneled buildings, it  

is also very valuable in zoo exhibits, to keep the birds on both sides of the glass from  

inadvertently flying into danger. 
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Four-legged Fish 

The closest known relative of the ancestors of limbed animals likely evolved the 

foundation for rear legs even before the move to land.  

New research shows a key step in the evolution of hind limbs happened in fish, 

challenging previous theories that such appendages evolved only after the move to 

land. 

Scientists investigated fossils of a 375-million-year-old fish known as Tiktaalik roseae, 

discovered in 2004 in northern Canada's Ellesmere Island. Possessing a broad flat 

head and sharp teeth, Tiktaalik resembled a cross between a fish and a crocodile, 

growing to a length of 2.7 meters as it hunted for prey in shallow freshwater.  

This ancient creature was undoubtedly a fish, possessing gills, scales and fins. 

However, it also had features seen in modern tetrapods — four-limbed creatures like 

amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals — such as a mobile neck and robust ribcage. 

This extinct fish had large forefins and shoulders, elbows and partial wrists, enabling it 

to support itself on ground. This makes it the best-known example of an intermediate 

between finned animals and limbed animals marking the evolutionary leap from water to 

land for vertebrates. 

The scientists discovered the rear portion of Tiktaalik, which contained hips as well as 

partial pelvic fin material. This made a direct comparison of the front and rear 

appendages of the animal possible.  

 

http://www.livescience.com/28797-coelacanth-genome-sequenced.html
http://www.livescience.com/2874-fish-fingers-digits-fins.html
http://www.livescience.com/23377-climate-change-revive-ancient-forest.html
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Tubeworms 

Marine tubeworms start their lives as floating blobs that drift through the ocean looking 

for a spot to take up residence as sedentary juveniles. Now, researchers have found the 

gelatinous larvae need a nudge from pointy bacterial structures to metamorphose. 

In recent years, scientists have found that many seafloor creatures — including some 

species of coral, sea urchins and tubeworms — require bacteria to go through 

metamorphosis. But researchers haven't understood exactly what bacteria do to 

instigate this important transition. 

Now, researchers at CalTech have taken a closer look at genes within a common mat-

forming marine bacteria, which are thought to be responsible for metamorphosis in the 

tropical/subtropical tubeworm. The researchers discovered networks of strange 

structures produced by these genes that appear to be key to metamorphosis. 

They imaged the newly discovered structures using a method called electron 

cryomicroscopy, in which they flash-freeze bacterial cells and then take numerous 

stacked photographs that, together, create 3D images similar to those produced by 

medical MRIs. 

In analyzing the images, the team found that the structures look similar to the tail of a 

virus, and also resemble a syringe, with an exterior sheath that contracts and ejects out 

an inner tube, which goes into the larvae. 

 

http://www.livescience.com/1103-surprise-cousin-sea-urchin.html
http://www.livescience.com/18876-deep-sea-vent-tube-worms.html
http://www.livescience.com/1477-invisible-world-microbes.html
http://www.livescience.com/1477-invisible-world-microbes.html
http://www.livescience.com/32282-how-does-an-mri-work.html
http://www.livescience.com/3338-protective-shell-virus-imaged.html
http://www.livescience.com/3338-protective-shell-virus-imaged.html
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New Migration Record Established 

A gender-bending Scottish bird migrated 16,000 miles, breaking the record for longest 

European bird migration. 

The epic round-trip journey, undertaken by a red-necked phalarope, took the well-

traveled bird across two oceans. The bird flew from the island of Fetlar in Shetland, 

Scotland, across the Atlantic, south down the eastern seaboard of the United States, 

across the Caribbean, and Mexico, ending up off the coast of Peru. After wintering in 

the Pacific, it returned following a similar route. 

Scientists tracked the red-necked phalarope's travels using a geolocator device that 

weighs less than a paperclip. Ten of the birds were outfitted with the device while on the 

Scottish isle. 

The researchers couldn't believe how long and far the birds traveled. The scientists 

conducted the study just trying to figure out where the birds spent the winter. Little did 

they know that these were world-class fliers. 

The red-necked phalarope had already captured the attention of researchers, but for 

another reason. It turns the table on tradition gender roles. 

During the summer, male birds can be found incubating eggs and raising young. At the 

same time, the female birds are out strutting their stuff, showing off their brightly colored 

plumage in hopes of attracting new partners. 
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Echidnas 

The egg-laying mammals — the monotremes, including the platypus and spiny 

anteaters — are eccentric relatives to the rest of mammals, which bear live young. In 

addition to laying eggs, other quirks make them seem more like reptiles than our kin. 

They have a reptilian gait with legs on the sides rather than underneath the body, for 

instance, and a single duct for urine, feces and sex instead of multiple openings.  

These oddballs are often considered primitive "living fossils" that shed light on what our 

distant ancestors might have looked like.  

Long ago, monotremes were the dominant mammals in the whole of Australia. Now only 

two kinds of monotremes are left on the planet — the duck-billed platypuses and the 

four species of echidnas, or spiny anteaters. Like all mammals, they possess hair, milk, 

sweat glands, three middle ear bones and a brain region known as the neocortex.  

The monotremes were almost totally swept aside when their pouch-bearing marsupial 

cousins — modern examples of which include the kangaroos — invaded Australia 71 

million to 54 million years ago. Marsupials appear to have a number of advantages over 

monotremes — their bodies seem more efficient at locomotion, and the fact that they 

give birth to live offspring could provide better care of young.  

 

http://www.livescience.com/7488-world-strangest-creature-part-mammal-part-reptile.html
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Why the Platypus Lacks a Stomach 

Bizarrely, many species of animals, such as the carp and platypus, lost their stomachs 

in the evolutionary past. 

The stomach is the part of the gut where the main part of digestion takes place. Glands 

in this organ secrete enzymes known as pepsins, which break down proteins, and 

strong acids that soften food and help the enzymes work. The glands first appeared 

about 450 million years ago, and they represent an evolutionary innovation found 

exclusively in jawed creatures with backbones. 

Surprisingly, the gastric glands that define the stomach are missing in a number of 

jawed vertebrates. Over 27 percent of all teleost fish species, the largest family of fish, 

lack stomachs. Primitive bony fish such as lungfish and some cartilaginous fish such as 

chimeras lost the organs as well.  

Fish are not the only creatures that can lack stomachs. All of the monotremes, or egg-

laying mammals such as the platypus and echidna, also lost their stomachs during the 

course of evolution. 

The ancestors of these stomach-free species grew to depend on diets in which 

digestion via pepsins and acids was not likely or even possible. For instance, diets rich 

in chalky shells or bottom muck can neutralize stomach acids. If these species adapted 

to survive without the need for a stomach, the genes for its function could then be lost 

by mutation over time without ill effect.  

 

 

http://www.livescience.com/22367-digestive-system.html
http://www.livescience.com/34799-stomach-peptic-gastric-ulcers.html
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The Duck-billed Platypus 

The first scientists who encountered the odd-looking platypus believed someone had 

sewn together the body of a beaver with a duck's bill as a joke. The animal appears to 

be an unlikely mix of the bill and webbed feet of a duck, a beaver-like tail and the fur of 

an otter. They are also one of the very few mammals to lay eggs. 

Platypuses are native to freshwater lakes and streams in Eastern Australia and 

Tasmania. Males are very venomous having a spur on their hind foot that, when 

released, can kill a medium-sized dog and severely incapacitate a human. 

These animals can swim well in water and are carnivorous bottom-feeders scooping up 

small crustaceans, larvae and worms. A platypus will store the food it scoops up in 

cheek pouches to consume on land. They do not have teeth, using bits of gravel to help 

crush their food.  

The platypus stores fat in its tail to help it survive when food is limited. 

When on land, their webbing retracts and the claws are more pronounced. They 

sometimes walk awkwardly on their knuckles to protect the webbing. 

Platypuses live in burrows they dig near the water's edge. Burrows can be very complex 

and up to 35 meters long. 

A baby platypus is very small and helpless. They stay inside the burrow for nearly four 

months before they learn to swim. 

http://www.livescience.com/5746-odd-egg-laying-mammals-exist.html
http://www.livescience.com/27572-platypus.html

