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Sloths 

Famously sluggish sloths spend most of their lives upside down. But unlike humans, 

these creatures don't have trouble breathing in that inverted position, because their 

internal organs are fixed in place. 

Three-toed sloths have special "adhesions" that anchor their guts to their lower ribs, 

preventing their organs from pressing down on their lungs. 

Sloth organs can be heavy, especially when a lot of waste builds up in their bowels. The 

animals, which live in the rain forests of Central and South America, are so economical 

in their energy use that they leave the trees just once a week to poop.  

By holding it in, sloths can store up to a third of their body weight in urine and feces. 

Sloths generate just about enough energy from their diet to move when and where 

required, but there is not much left in the tank afterwards. It would be energetically very 

expensive, if not completely impossible, for a sloth to lift this extra weight with each 

breath were it not for their adhesions. 

These adhesions might limit flexibility in the body's midsection, which is likely why many 

mammals lack this feature. But for sloths, this internal binding suits their slow lifestyle, 

allowing them to hang fully inverted to reach food without using extra power and without 

putting any added pressure on their insides. 

 
 

http://www.livescience.com/32498-why-is-fecal-matter-brown.html
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European Bison 

European bison are the largest herbivores in Europe. The animals went extinct in the 

wild in 1927, but small populations were maintained in zoos. The first captive-bred bison 

was released into its natural habitat in 1952. Because of continued conservation and 

reintroduction efforts, the total wild population reached over 3,000 by 2012.  

However, concerns remain about genetic diversity, so Scottish zoos are sending seven 

female bison raised in captivity to Vanatori Neamt Nature Park, Romania.  They will 

spend the next several weeks in a large enclosure to get used to their new home before 

being released.  

This new group will join an already established herd in Vanatori Neamt Nature Park, 

Romania, to help augment both numbers and genetic diversity within the group. 

Bison had a similar trajectory in the United States. Tens of millions of bison once 

roamed the Great Plains, but by the early 1900s, their numbers had dwindled to less 

than 1,100 individuals, largely due to overhunting and habitat loss. Thanks to early 

conservation efforts, bison made a comeback. Those efforts included captive breeding 

programs in American zoos, including The Brookfield Zoo in Chicago, the Bronx Zoo, 

and the Cincinnati Zoo. 

Today, there are estimated to be hundreds of thousands of the animals across the 

nation. 

 

http://www.livescience.com/topics/bison/
http://www.livescience.com/45176-european-bison-released-into-wild.html
http://www.livescience.com/45176-european-bison-released-into-wild.html
http://www.livescience.com/45176-european-bison-released-into-wild.html
http://www.livescience.com/32115-bison-vs-buffalo-whats-the-difference.html
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Homing Pigeons 

Pigeons have extraordinary navigational abilities. Take a pigeon from its loft and let it go 

somewhere it has never been before and it will, after circling in the sky for while, head 

home. This remarkable capacity extends to places tens even hundreds of kilometres 

from its home and is all the more remarkable to humans because we are apparently 

incapable of it ourselves. 

But we have long made use of the pigeon’s homing ability, principally for carrying 

messages in the past. And for several decades now the pigeon has played centre stage 

in scientists’ attempts to understand the map and compass mechanisms fundamental to 

bird navigation.  

Out of direct contact with home, and out of the landscape to which birds have become 

familiar, there must nonetheless be large-scale cues available to the navigating bird with 

which it can estimate its position relative to home. Many theories have waxed and 

waned, from reading the sun’s arc to the detection of long-distance infra-sounds, to 

using the Earth magnetic field.  And today, new evidence is pointing to olfactory signals 

playing a key role in migration.   

Treating the art of pigeon homing as a natural learning laboratory is a new science into 

which researchers are just taking the first steps, and it seems that we have yet to find 

the boundaries of the bird’s abilities.  

http://www.sciencemag.org/content/291/5502/300
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF00679906
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Primate Evolution 

Humans are one of the 5 species of great apes living today.  However, people did not 

evolve from gorillas or chimpanzees. We are all modern species that have followed 

different evolutionary paths, though humans share a common ancestor with some 

primates. 

To say we are more "evolved" than our hairy cousins is just wrong. (See how long you 

last naked in the Congo, and then tell me who's got the evolutionary upper hand.)  

Thinking that a species evolves in order to survive is to put the cart before the horse. 

Genetic mutations happen all the time, without fanfare and often without any 

measurable change in the organism's lifestyle. In general, the mutations most likely to 

be passed to future generations are those that prove useful to either individual or 

species survival. 

The "usefulness" of a mutation depends largely on shifting environmental factors like 

those of food, predators, and climate, and also on social pressures. Evolution is a 

matter of filling ecological and social niches. African apes are still around because their 

environment has encouraged the reproductive success of individuals with different 

genetic material than ours. 

Evolution is an ongoing process of trial and error, of which all modern primates are still 

a part. 

 

http://www.livescience.com/32503-why-havent-all-primates-evolved-into-humans.html
http://www.livescience.com/32503-why-havent-all-primates-evolved-into-humans.html
http://www.livescience.com/32503-why-havent-all-primates-evolved-into-humans.html
http://www.livescience.com/32503-why-havent-all-primates-evolved-into-humans.html
http://www.livescience.com/16010-neanderthal-human-sex-interbreeding-offspring
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Smart Animals 

We humans tend to think we're pretty smart. We've got big brains and complex 

language. But as we learn more about the rest of the animal world, it's becoming pretty 

clear that other beasts are pretty darn intelligent. Chimpanzees, bonobos and other 

primates and great apes get a lot of recognition, but how smart are other non=primates? 

As it turns out, being piggy is actually a pretty smart tactic.  Pigs are probably the most 

intelligent domesticated animal on the planet 

The octopus takes the cake for invertebrates. Experiments in maze and problem-solving 

have shown that they have both short-term and long-term memory.  

Crows have been found to engage in feats such as tool use, the ability to hide and store 

food from season to season, episodic-like memory, and the ability to use personal 

experience to predict future conditions. 

Dolphins are among the smartest of the animal kingdom, partly because they live such 

social lives. They're also thought to have a sophisticated "language," though humans 

have only begun to unravel it.  

Elephants top the list of the brightest non-primates. They live in close-knit societies with 

an intricate social hierarchy.   And the elephant’s ability to make decisions based on 

past experience plays a key role in their herd’s survival. 

 

 

http://www.livescience.com/33421-smartest-non-primates.html
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Origins of the Animal-Human Bond 

The first evidence of dog domestication dates back to 30,000 B.C., in the form of a skull 

of a wolflike creature found in a cave in Belgium. Other evidence suggests dogs weren't 

domesticated until thousands of years later. 

Evidence of cat domestication dates back to 7,500 B.C., when a feline was buried with a 

human in a Neolithic village on the Mediterranean island of Cyprus. 

Before they were pets, dogs helped humans hunt, and cats helped guard grain supplies 

by keeping rats and mice away. Eventually, people started to treat these animals more 

like pets. 

But the Middle Ages were a grim period for cats and dogs. In A.D. 1233, Pope Gregory 

IX issued the "Vox in Rama," which suggested black cats were agents of Satan, 

prompting the massacre of tens of millions of cats throughout Europe. And, in 1637, 

French philosopher René Descartes declared animals were soulless machines, which 

paved the way for experiments on living dogs.  

It wasn't until the late 1800s and early 1900s that there was a rise in sentimentality 

toward dogs and cats.  Flea-and-tick products appeared in the 1880s and kitty litter was 

invented in 1947, enabling people to bring cats indoors. 

Today, as human relationships are becoming more virtual, it's sometimes leaving an 

emotional void in our lives.  Cats and dogs help keep us anchored to the real world. 

http://www.livescience.com/44107-images-ancient-egyptian-kittens.html
http://www.livescience.com/44107-images-ancient-egyptian-kittens.html
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Wild Moms 

Moms — we've all got them, and we all need them. But some animals have a slightly 

different idea of what it means to be a good mother.  

Chicken moms take their duties very seriously. Creating an endless amount of calcium 

carbonate for eggshells is a difficult task, so if chickens don't get enough calcium in their 

diets, they'll actually dissolve their own bones to make baby-housing shells. That's one 

way to lose baby weight! 

 Cuckoos have figured out a unique way to get the neighbors to do the difficult work of 

raising young. Momma cuckoos will sneakily lay their eggs in another bird's nest. In 

doing so, the cuckoo tricks the other bird — often a different, smaller species — into 

taking on the expensive burden of raising the chick. The cuckoo chick usually hatches 

first, and grows faster, forcing the other chicks out of the nest, where they then die. It 

then gets the full attention of its adoptive parents, giving it much greater chances of 

survival. 

The tiny endangered Madagascar-based blood-sucking ant has a strange way to show 

love to its kiddos. The ants practice something known as "non-destructive cannibalism." 

When the colony's queen gives birth to ant larvae, she and her workers chew holes in 

the tiny babies to feed on their haemolymph – their circulatory system fluid (which would 

be blood in mammals). The baby ants don't die; it’s just the way that species survives. 
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Amazing Moms 

Sometimes, mothers in the wild have to go to great lengths to protect their young. 

Pacific gray whales migrate thousands of miles from cold, plankton-rich Arctic waters to 

relatively nutrient-poor tropical lagoons off of the coast of Mexico where they give birth. 

While the journey takes the gray whales away from a bountiful food supply, the southern 

neighborhood is free of the dangerous orcas that otherwise hunt the newborn whales. 

 The orcas stick to colder waters. 

This move south also gives their newborns time to feed on their mothers' incredibly rich 

milk (53 percent fat!) and build a layer of insulating blubber before the must head to the 

icy Arctic. Like bears, the mother whales go hungry for months while still needing to 

produce high-calorie milk for their babies. During this time they may lose as much as 8 

tons of weight. 

On the other end of the scale, for many spiders, the act of mating signals that their lives 

are about to end.  For several species of the Stegodyphus spiders, motherly love goes 

even further than watching over the nest. Females attach their egg cocoons to their 

webs and watch over them until the babies hatch. Once her children have hatched, the 

mother continues to eat, but regurgitates most of her meals as a nutrient soup for her 

offspring while the spiderlings stay in their mother's web. 

When the babies are around a month old, the mother spider rolls over on her back 

allowing the spiderlings to swarm over her and eat her.  
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Tough Moms 

Mammals are the most famous among animals at our parental care.  Heck, the 

classification ‘Mammalia’ is based on the way that mammal moms nurse their young. 

But other classes of animals run the maternal marathon as well. 

Talk about a painful pregnancy. The small fish-clinging female sea louse has to deal 

with males that impregnate up to 25 females at one time. The worst part? By the time 

she is ready to give birth to hundreds of baby lice, she sits back and the babies chew 

through her insides to emerge into the world. 

The teensy female poison arrow frog literally goes above and beyond when taking on 

the duties of motherhood. After laying as many as five eggs and watching them hatch, 

the strawberry poison arrow frog carries her tadpoles, one by one, on her back, from the 

rain forest floor up into trees as high as 100 feet. After hoisting her babes to the 

treetops, the frog then finds individual pools of water in leaves for each tadpole, setting 

up safe and individualized nurseries. That's not the end of her super-mom duties. The 

mother strawberry poison arrow frog then feeds each of her young with her own 

unfertilized eggs over the course of six to eight weeks, thus allowing these tadpoles to 

grow into young frogs without having to eat each other.  

Compare this amphibian’s maternal care to most reptiles.  Most snakes, turtles, and 

lizards lay their eggs and never look back.   
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Endangered Migratory Birds 

Birds are under pressure like never before. 

Every year, thousands of rare seabirds die in the extreme winter-weather events caused 

by climate change — this includes some of the rarest seabirds in the world, such as 

puffins, guillemots and razorbills. Seabirds are also under threat from fishing gear. 

Albatrosses and petrels, of which all 19 species are listed as endangered, are regularly 

entangled and drowned in trawler nets and gill-nets when they dive into the water to eat 

fish surfacing from catches. And more than 300,000 seabirds are killed by longline 

fishing every year, including 100,000 albatrosses. 

In North Africa there are over a 140 million birds illegally trapped in nets annually.   And 

in tiny Malta and Cyprus the estimates are 10-13 million birds trapped annually. 

The implications climate change for migratory birds are worrying. It is causing migration 

ranges to change and the timing of the migrations to advance earlier in the year. This is 

affecting birds' breeding numbers and increasing mortality rates for migratory birds that 

are either not storing up enough energy to make long migrations or getting caught in 

poor weather. 

The good news is there is an ample lobby for protecting birds.  They are known as bird 

watchers, or ‘birders’ in the new parlance.  In the US alone there are more than 60 

million birders – and in total, bird watching is the most lucrative of the entire ecotourism 

industry. 
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World’s Smallest Kangaroo 

There's a new pint-size reason to save the rainforest: A recent study found that the 

tiniest kangaroo species on Earth — the musky rat-kangaroo — can only survive in 

tropical rainforests, which face threats posed by global warming. 

Newly discovered fossils, which are among just two other musky-rat-kangaroo fossil 

species ever discovered, indicate that about 20 million years ago, multiple species of 

these small marsupials existed. Today, however, there is only one species of musky rat-

kangaroo left, and a small tropical rainforest in northeastern Queensland, Australia, is 

the one place it calls home. 

Efforts should be taken to save the musky rat-kangaroo because it is a key player in 

maintaining its tropical ecosystem. 

These tiny marsupials serve as seed dispensers; the fruit-eating animals deposit seeds 

on the rainforest floor when they defecate. Along with just one other species — the 

large, flightless cassowary — the musky rat-kangaroo fulfills all the seed-dispensing 

duties for its entire habitat. 

And the new fossils help scientists better understand how animals and ecosystems 

evolve through climatic change, allowing them to better predict their responses to future 

climate change and protect the most vulnerable species. 

 

 

http://www.livescience.com/45508-tiny-kangaroo-climate-change-risk.html
http://www.livescience.com/45508-tiny-kangaroo-climate-change-risk.html
http://www.livescience.com/40223-new-species-in-suriname.html
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Lemur Scent 

We all know couples who after a while start to look like each other, but lemurs in love 

actually start to smell alike. 

Lemurs mimic their mate's scent-marking habits, and after they've had babies, the 

primate couples even start to give off similar aromas. Scientists think lemurs might sync 

up their scents to broadcast their relationship status or bolster their territory-marking 

powers. 

Lemurs are known to have a complex system of scent communication, using their 

individualized blends to advertise information like sex and fertility. They have more than 

250 odor compounds in their scents, which they spread by dabbing sticky secretions 

(from glands on their throats and genital areas) on branches and tree trunks for other 

members of their group to sniff or lick. 

Scientists at Duke University’s Lemure Center swabbed secretions of eight males and 

seven females throughout different phases of the animals' reproductive season, and 

monitored the behavior of these potential mates. They found that when lemurs coupled 

off, they started mirroring the scent-marking behaviors of their partners. 

Meanwhile, a chemical analysis showed that lemur couples that became parents 

developed similar scents, perhaps by exchanging microbes during all the physical 

contact that comes with mating and grooming. 

 

http://www.livescience.com/43019-lemur-parents-smell-alike.html
http://www.livescience.com/43019-lemur-parents-smell-alike.html
http://www.livescience.com/43019-lemur-parents-smell-alike.html
http://www.livescience.com/22746-how-pandas-pick-the-perfect-spot-to-pee.html
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Female Spiders and Mate Selection 

For some spider suitors, the arachnid equivalent of a box of chocolates is an insect 

wrapped in silk. New research shows it's not just the gift but also the color of the 

wrapping that can seal the deal among one species. 

Male spiders of the species Paratrechalea ornata reveal their health and suitability as a 

mate by the whiteness of their gift wrap. 

Females evaluate the physical condition of a male based on his silk wrapping 

performance, and how the gifts he brings look. Also, silk wrapping is a condition 

dependent trait and most probably allows a female to acquire information about her 

potential mate, including body condition and quality. 

Arachnologists conducted experiments with the semi-aquatic Paratrechalea spiders 

collected from the Santa Lucia River in Uruguay. During one test, the scientists painted 

the mouth parts of some of the male spiders white. (The spiders carry their nuptial gifts 

in their mouth parts.) The females paid more attention to the male spiders with painted 

mouths. They also mated with the painted males earlier and more often than the males 

without paint. 

Males in better physical shape produced whiter gifts because they used more silk in 

their wrapping, while the poor wrapping job of less healthy males resulted in a duller 

package, and less mating. 

 

http://www.livescience.com/topics/spiders/
http://www.livescience.com/43053-spiders-judge-mates-gift-wrap.html
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Mosquito Scent 

Mosquitoes, like most insects, use scent-detecting molecules known as odorant 

receptors in their antennae. For mosquitoes, these sensors help mosquitoes "sniff out" 

sources of blood. 

Now, researchers have discovered mosquitoes have these same molecules in their 

sperm.  

Scientists analyzed the mosquito species Anopheles gambiae, one of the most common 

carriers of malaria. They found odorant receptors on the whiplike tails of the mosquitos' 

sperm. These molecules help to spur the beating of the tails, and thus help control the 

movement of the sperm. 

During the process of evolution, successful molecules are often reused after they have 

arisen. The researchers suspect that odorant receptors may have evolved first in the 

reproductive system of insects and then were adapted to help form the foundation of the 

mosquito's complex sense of smell. 

After all, you have to reproduce before you can hear. 

Female mosquitoes live for about a month and mate only once. They store the sperm of 

their mates in special organs. Entomologists think that the sperm may need a chemical 

signal to become ready for fertilization, once the female mosquitoes have ingested 

enough blood for egg formation. 

 

http://www.livescience.com/34822-mosquitoes-that-cant-smell-humans.html
http://www.livescience.com/12981-mosquito-humans-stinkiest-species.html
http://www.livescience.com/26741-reproductive-system.html
http://www.livescience.com/26741-reproductive-system.html
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Devil Frog 

An ancient, predatory creature known as the devil frog may have looked even scarier 

than previously thought. 

The monster frog, Beelzebufo ampinga in Latin, lived during the Cretaceous Period in 

what is now Africa, and sported spiky flanges protruding from the back of its skull and 

platelike armor down its back, almost like a turtle shell. 

The massive frog's spiked body armor may have helped it fend off the dinosaurs and 

crocodiles that prowled during that time. 

Researchers first discovered a few bone fragments from a mystery frog in Madagascar 

in 1998, but it wasn't until 2008 that they had enough pieces to identify the species, 

which lived between 70 and 65 million years ago. 

When the team analyzed the frog's morphology, they found that physically, it fit in with a 

family of horned frogs which are now found only in South America. 

But to reach Madagascar from South America, the frogs would have needed to hop 

along a passageway, possibly through Antarctica, that linked the two landmasses. But 

that route was submerged underwater by 112 million years ago. 

That would mean that devil frogs must have diverged from their South American 

cousins prior to that submergence, pushing back the origin of horned frogs by more 

than 40 million years. 

http://www.livescience.com/29231-cretaceous-period.html
http://www.livescience.com/28306-crocodiles.html
http://www.livescience.com/42928-devil-frog-was-heavily-armed.html
http://www.livescience.com/42928-devil-frog-was-heavily-armed.html
http://www.livescience.com/12881-ria-110211.html
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Flying Snakes 

I don’t know if you’ve ever seen video of a flying snake, but they are really something.  

The Southeast Asian snake curls its tail around a tree branch more than 15 meters 

above the ground before launching upward, curling its body and gliding to the next tree 

limb. 

In order to accomplish this, the snakes flatten out their ribcages into a cupped sort of 

flying saucer shape to help catch the air, all the while wiggling and undulating like wild. 

Basically, they look like  they are swimming through the air, wiggling to help push their 

bodies forward as they glide. 

While birds, and even humans using glider wings, are much better at their airborne 

maneuvers, the snake's performance  compares favorably to that of other gliding 

animals, such as flying squirrels, lizards and even ants. 

To study this, researchers created physical models of the saucer shaped cross-section 

and tested them in a water tunnel, which, if set up properly, can have the same flow 

characteristics as air. 

It turned out that the flying saucer cross-section was a surprisingly good shape to take 

— much better than the cylindrical shape the snake would have if it didn't compress 

itself. 

 

http://www.livescience.com/42958-how-flying-snake-glides.html
http://www.livescience.com/1607-ancient-gliding-reptile-discovered.html
http://www.livescience.com/1607-ancient-gliding-reptile-discovered.html
http://www.livescience.com/33351-flying-saucers-turn-64-look-back-origins-ufos.html
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Newly Discovered Marsupial 

A newly discovered pink-nosed rodentlike marsupial gives its all for sex — really. Males 

of the species mate so intensely that they die before their young are born. 

The creature's discoverers caught the little lothario in Australia's Springbrook National 

Park with traps baited with peanut butter and oats. They've dubbed it the black-tailed 

antechinus.  

Marsupials in this genus are promiscuous maters. Females give birth to large broods 

that include offspring from several fathers. To raise their chances of siring more 

offspring, males mate for hours at a time with many females. All this activity sends the 

animals' stress hormone levels skyrocketing, which eventually results in death. 

Females collect sperm from their doomed mates all breeding season and then ovulate, 

allowing for the fertilization of many half-siblings all at once. Some females survive to 

breed multiple times, but most die after their first litter is weaned.  This breeding 

strategy sounds crazy to us, but many small mammals lead short lives.  So, this mating 

competition is extra fierce in order to help pass on the best and strongest genes. 

Of course, a species that has been hiding out of sight of scientists for so long is quite 

rare and conservationists have already applied for endangered species protection for 

the black-tailed antechinus.  

 

http://www.livescience.com/40229-marsupials-mate-to-death.html
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Spider Eyes 

Jumping spiders, a group of spiders that actively hunts its prey rather than trapping it in 

webs, have four pairs of eyes (as do most spiders).  

There are more than 5,000 species of jumping spider, which Long described as the "big 

cats" of the arachnid world for their hunting abilities. The principal eyes of these spiders 

allow for sharp, color vision.  With their main eyes, the spiders can also see ultraviolet 

light, which is outside the spectrum of human vision. 

The secondary eyes dotted around the spiders' heads help them detect motion. 

To study this more closely, researchers captured wild jumping spiders, and dabbed 

pairs of their eyes with green and orange paint, the arachnid version of a blindfold.  

The spiders were then put into an enclosure with an iPod touch. On the screen was a 

black dot. When the spider was looking toward the screen, the researchers pressed 

play, and the dot either expanded quickly (as if it coming toward the spider) or 

contracted (as if receding). 

The spiders with their anterior lateral eyes blocked didn't respond. Meanwhile, spiders 

with their principal eyes blocked behaves the same as spiders that don't have any paint 

on their eyes at all, and responded in kind. 

That means the secondary eyes are crucial for alerting the spider to dangerous motion, 

And by the way, don’t worry. After the experiment, the researchers peeled off the paint 

to restore full spider vision. 

http://www.livescience.com/22122-types-of-spiders.html
http://www.livescience.com/18143-jumping-spider-unique-vision.html
http://www.livescience.com/21786-spider-diversity-gallery.html
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Gelada Babboons 

Gelada baboons, native to Ethiopia, are unique among yawning animals in that they 

have three distinct types of yawns that are easy to identify. These types include yawns 

with covered teeth; yawns with uncovered teeth; and yawns with uncovered gums and 

head movements. The more teeth and gums revealed through a yawn, the more intense 

the signal to other baboons. 

To determine whether these different types of yawns send different social messages 

among geladas, researchers studied more than 5,900  yawns within two gelada 

colonies. 

The team found the two less-intense types of yawns — yawns with covered teeth and 

yawns with uncovered teeth — were most common among females, and were often 

accompanied by lip-smacking, which is a friendly behavior. Yawns are also often 

contagious among females, and females often mirror the intensity of other females' 

yawns more so than males did with other males. 

For example, when two different females approach, they often embrace and yawn 

together. 

The more intense gum-bearing yawn, on the other hand, is more common with males, 

particularly those of high rank. These yawns were often accompanied by some sort of 

vocalization by the yawners, and often arose during periods of tension, such as directly 

before feeding.  

 

http://www.livescience.com/27046-gelada-baboons-hide-sexual-infidelity.html
http://www.livescience.com/38949-yawn-and-find-out-if-your-dog-loves-you.html
http://www.livescience.com/40521-chimps-catch-human-yawns.html
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Experienced Ants 

OK, so when I have a choice, I like burnt cookies or toast, because that’s the way my 

mom made them when I was a kid.  Well, it ends up ants are that way too.   

As ants search for the safest spot possible, the kind of home they prefer all depends on 

what they were exposed to in the past. 

Researchers allowed 54 colonies of ants to choose between nests with small entrances 

and nests with darker interiors in various combinations. The smaller entrance would 

seem safer from predators, though wouldn't have been as good at regulating 

temperature, while the darker interior allowed for better temperature regulation, but 

would have a bigger entrance. 

They then divided the ants into two sets, with each forced to choose from a different set 

of criteria. One set of colonies had a choice of different entrance sizes, and the other set 

had different light conditions inside. This forced the ants to choose a living space based 

on only one of the two criteria. 

And sure enough, when given free choice, the colonies that previously chose among 

entrance sizes, the great majority chose that way again, and similarly, the former light 

focused ants preferred less light.   

Some people think ants don't have memories — they can't remember what happened in 

the past, but this study shows they can. 

 

 

http://www.livescience.com/32798-how-are-memories-stored-in-the-brain.html
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Giant Prehistoric Mosquito  
 
By now you have most likely heard of the growing “De-Extinction” movement.  This is 

where eager geneticists believe it’s possible to regenerate mastodons, wooly 

mammoths, and other extinct creatures.   

The scary part is that this sort of thing is probably doable with today’s technology, and 

very hard to stop.  While I doubt that NIH or NSF would fund such efforts given their 

tight budgets, it is not hard whatsoever to imagine an enthusiastic billionaire or reality 

TV producer jumping on board. 

So, until recently I didn’t give “De-Extinction” much thought, relegating it as a kind of 

scientific parlor trick.   

But now, they’ve gone too far! 

Entomological paleontologists believe that rather than begin with highly complex 

vertebrates, it would work best to first bring back extinct bugs.  We’re talking BIG bugs. 

And not just beetles the size of a Volkswagon, but dino-sized mosquitos!  Yes, including 

the giant prehistoric mosquito species Anopheles gigantus from the Pleistocene.   The 

females sported a ONE METER wingspan! 

While it is not known if gigantus was a vector for malaria, it is believed that they could 

make a human enemic in a single bite, or carry off a small dog. 

I say these geneticists should take a deep breath and slowly back away from the test 

tube while there’s still time. 


