
For Cincinnati Public Radio, Fiscal Year 2006 was a year of new 
challenges, new opportunities, new records and new successes.

With the acquisition of 91.7 WVXU, Cincinnati Public Radio was able 
to separate its news and classical broadcast services, thus fulfilling 
the primary goal of WGUC’s founders: the creation of a full-time fine 
arts public radio station serving Greater Cincinnati.  On August 22, 
2005, the new 91.7 WVXU signed on the air with a program schedule 
tailored to meet the needs of Greater Cincinnati’s curious and 
discerning news and information audience.  At the same time 90.9 
WGUC was able to expand its classical music programming to 24 
hours a day.

Public radio was not only preserved in Cincinnati, it was strengthened, 
as indicated by the reactions received since from both classical music 
and news listeners.   

“If you would work a miracle and enable me to listen both to WGUC 
and WVXU at the same time, that would truly be heaven on earth!!!”

“I will always love WGUC.  If I gave something less than a 10 it’s 
because I have also become semi-addicted to WVXU.  I feel a certain 
degree of guilt when I listen to WVXU instead of WGUC.  I guess you 
could call it an embarrassment of riches.  We have two great stations 
and can only listen to one at a time.”

“Keep up the great work.  I really like the new GUC/VXU arrangement.  
Now I can decide to listen to music on WGUC (my general preference) 
or in-depth information on WVXU (a refreshing diversion).”

“WGUC is a treasure.   I have not found a classical radio station 
anywhere in this country or Europe that provides anything like GUC’s 
superior programming, commercial station or public.  The reformatting 
with VXU was brilliant.”  

“It is amazingly refreshing to have a voice of reason in the news 
media like WVXU. In this world of hyped ‘infotainment’ I can’t tell you 
how much more pleasant it is to live in Cincinnati since the format 
change. I feel like we can be engaged in the world instead of burying 
our heads and avoiding the world. Thanks.”

“When I am in the listening area, WGUC is the ONLY station I tune 
in.  I have learned so much, and not being from a background of the 
arts, I have developed a much greater appreciation for the music, 
and the artists that have created such wonderful sounds.  I also 
remain constantly amazed at the depth of the knowledge that your 
announcers have about this music, and their undying enthusiasm to 
pass this knowledge along to others.  THANK YOU”

“I so greatly appreciate that WVXU is a part of the local color of 
Cincinnati and is a constant during the day.  I oftentimes take notes on 
what I feel I need to recall, i.e. book titles, CD’s to listen to, movies to 
see, etc.  And frequently find myself sharing stories heard throughout 
the day with my family and friends on an almost daily basis.  WVXU 
is quite a treasure.”

“WVXU, teamed with WGUC, works perfectly for my news, 
companionship and music needs.”

The purchase of WVXU and its repeater stations from Xavier 
University was a considerable and unprecedented accomplishment. 
Outside of the purchase of the WNYC license by its operating group 
in New York City several years ago, this was the largest such financial 
transaction in public radio history, and one involving the most 
broadcast properties.

Second only to the complexities of its financial element, the 
acquisition of WVXU into CPR also involved an unprecedented level 
of recruitment, hiring and integration of professional personnel. At the 
same time, the creation and launch of a new and totally revamped 
wvxu.org, along with an extensive billboard, print and mail promotional 
campaign was planned and executed.

Meanwhile, with the FCC’s approval of the license assignments, 
staff had a limited window of opportunity to vacate the old WVXU 
broadcast facility and relocate all of its production equipment and 
archived material off the XU campus. The technical infrastructure 
of what up to that time had been the sole province of WGUC had 
to be reconfigured for two stations.  Additional office and operations 
space was acquired and outfitted and the Development Department 
undertook the monumental task of merging all fundraising systems. 
The year concluded with impressive record support from major donors, 
local foundations and the corporate community, thanks to the efforts 
of a competent, committed professional staff and the leadership of a 
dedicated board of directors.

Most importantly, all this was accomplished without the slightest 
interruption or dilution of the broadcast service of either 90.9 or 
91.7. 

2006 was also a year of tremendous loss, as we bade a sad farewell 
to a long-time friend of both WGUC and WVXU and a legend in 
the field of Jazz music and radio, Oscar Treadwell. OT, as he was 
affectionately known by fans, had been involved with radio most of 
his adult life. And for most of the past three decades, most of his 
broadcast appearances had been on public radio. OT had retired 
once before, after moving from WGUC to WVXU for a short period. 

When Cincinnati Public Radio’s acquisition of WVXU appeared 
feasible last spring, OT was one of the first people contacted with 
an offer of airtime. Following some weeks of consideration and 
introspection, he accepted. It is no exaggeration to report that the 
return of Jazz With OT to the airwaves was one of CPR’s greatest 
and most satisfying accomplishments.

His death on April 1st left the Jazz world, broadcasting, the Greater 
Cincinnati community and our staff and listeners all the poorer.

He was a true gentleman and a good friend of Cincinnati Public Radio. 
We’ll not see his like again.  Fortunately, with the blessing of OT’s 
family and Oscar’s vast program archive, Jazz with OT continues on 
WVXU every Sunday evening at 9:00 pm.

Report to the Community



oo

WGUC

WGUC’s Classics for Kids® program added KBYU in Utah to its 
national distribution.  In addition to this and its local broadcast, 
listeners hear the program on Vermont Public Radio, WDAV 

in Davidson, North Carolina, and WMNR in Monroe, Connecticut.  Classics for Kids® 
also instituted the Applause Award to recognize a local elementary school music teacher for 
excellence in the classroom.  Mrs. Katie Hoffmann at Fairview German Elementary was 
the first recipient.  Classics for Kids® also helped classes at Shawnee Elementary in West 
Chester and St. Bartholomew Consolidated School in Finneytown to Make Your Own Radio 
Show using curriculum developed by the National Public Radio program From the Top.

The change to fulltime classical music 
programming has further enhanced WGUC’s 
reputation as a leader in the public radio 
and classical music industry.   And while 

expectations were that its 
audience size would decrease 
significantly because of the move 
of popular national programs All 
Things Considered and Car Talk 
to WVXU, in reality audience 
estimates declined an average of 
just 7% in the first year, with time 
spent listening up 8%.

In addition, WGUC continued to 
excel in the adoption of the new 

digital technology with the launch of a full-
time second channel jazz service on its HD 
Radio™ transmission. Jazz on WGUC HD2 
joins the now uninterrupted classical format 
on WGUC’s analog frequency and its primary 
digital channel, WGUC HD1.  The jazz 
playlist includes major jazz artist from Billie 
Holiday to Diana Krall, Duke Ellington to 

Herbie Hancock, 
Charlie Bird to 
Ray Charles.

Listeners can take advantage of the new HD 
Radio™ technology and the multichannel 
service from Cincinnati Public Radio by 
purchasing one of several increasingly 
available HD Radio™ receivers.

By the end of the year, WGUC was also 
experimenting further with the expanded new 
capabilities of HD RadioTM technology, 

broadcasting a third channel of service as well 
as surround sound recordings, many of which 
were locally produced in the station’s Corbett 
Studio.  The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra 
and May Festival concerts were completely 
recorded in high definition surround sound. 
Many of the recordings were broadcast as 
part of WGUC’s participation in the ongoing 
national testing and development of surround 
sound broadcast solutions.   

In addition to providing 
enlightening context to 
WGUC’s daily classical 
music offerings, WGUC 
hosts and producers 
also present a gateway 
to Greater Cincinnati’s 

vibrant arts community with the production 
of arts stories for the listeners of both WGUC 
and WVXU; the recording and broadcasting 
of local  performances by the Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Opera, 
and May Festival; new Opera Favorites 
features with Evans Mirageas, and The 
Paavo Perspective with Paavo Järvi.  Thanks 
to a grant from the Fine Arts Fund, WGUC 
was also able to bring Music Cincinnati, a 
program showcasing local performances 
by a wider variety of classical music 
organizations, such as Vocal Arts Ensemble, 
Catacoustic Consort, Linton Music Series 
and Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra, 
to the community on a regular 
basis. 



WVXU

WVXU also produced and presented a variety of music programming 
throughout the year including A Tribute to Oscar Treadwell – produced 
by Lee Hay, and involving many members of the local jazz community; 
Around Cincinnati Christmas – a special 2-hour holiday program including 
nearly 20 prominent local musicians/groups; and Rosie All the Way: 
The Rosemary Clooney Story – the US debut broadcast of this BBC 
production which included 4 additional ½ hour segments featuring Nick 
Clooney produced by WVXU to supplement the series. 

 
Thanks to the family of Oscar Treadwell, WVXU is privileged to keep his broadcast legacy 
alive by remastering and airing his archive of jazz programs.

WVXU’s listening audience increased 
dramatically in the first year of a program 
schedule that now offers full-time 
public radio news/talk/entertainment 
programming from national sources such 
as NPR, the BBC and American Public 
Media as well as local coverage from an 

award-winning news team. In fact, the 
audience is the largest in the station’s 
history.  Total unduplicated listeners in 
the Cincinnati Metro area increased an 
average of 19% in first year, with market 
share up 24%.     

Online, the station 
has performed 

impressively as well with wvxu.org 
receiving a record number of visitors and 
honors from the Society of Professional 
Journalists in Ohio, the Webby Awards, 
and the Ohio Associated Press, which 
recognized it as the best news web site 
in the state.

Additional awards received by the station 
in its first year included a MarCom 
Creative Award for the station’s launch 
advertising; Crystal Awards of Excellence 
from the Communicator Awards for two 
productions by Lee Hay: “Blessing” A 
Tribute to Pope John Paul II and the 

Jewish People and “Grace” A Tribute 
to Pope John Paul II; and awards from 
the Society of Professional Journalists, 
Cincinnati Chapter and Ohio AP Awards 
for reporting by the members of the 
WVXU News Department.
 

WVXU News 
produces nearly 20 
local newscasts each 
weekday, fuels wvxu.
org with updated local 
stories throughout the 

day, covers City Hall and other important 
local county, civic, and community 
issues on a daily or weekly basis, and 
contributes to three weekly hour-long 
news magazine programs – Cincinnati 
Edition Saturday, Cincinnati Edition 
Sunday and Around Cincinnati.  WVXU 
also involves key community members 
as guest contributors/hosts on these 
programs, including Thane Maynard, 
Cincinnati Zoo; Betsy Ross, Game Day 
Communications & Channel 19; Chris 
DeSimio, UBS Financial Services, Evans 
Mirageas, Cincinnati Opera Artistic 
Director; Rick Pender, City Beat & 
Cincinnati Opera; Douglas Lowry, Dean 
of CCM; and Jackie Demaline, Cincinnati 
Enquirer. 

wvxu.org

Total unduplicated listeners in the Cincinnati Metro area 
increased an average of 19% in first year, with market 
share up 24%.   



Cincinnati Public Radio
Statement of Activities
Year Ended June 30, 2006

Sources of Revenue
  

Individual Memberships $ 2,235,614 42%
Underwriting 1,041,758 20%
Federal, State and Local Grants 837,989 16%
Inkind Donations 568,749 11%
Investment Return 283,404 5%
Foundations 155,083 3%
Rental And Services 91,457 2%
Events 58,864 1%
Other 6,005 0%
Total $ 5,278,923

  
  
Expenditures   
  

Programming, Production & Transmission/
Program Information & Promotion

$ 3,591,441 60%

Administration & General 1,020,951 17%
Fundraising 792,170 13%
Underwriting 621,729 10%
Total $ 6,026,291

Not included above is $503,679 in expenses incurred because of the acquisition of WVXU and its 6 affiliated stations  
in August, 2005 and the subsequent sale of three of those stations in June, 2006.  

Source: FY06 Audited Financial Statement

Statement of Activities
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