Report to the Community
Fiscal Year 2007 was a year of growth and transition
for Cincinnati Public Radio following the prior year’s
acquisition of 91.7 WVXU. Challenges were met,
obstacles faced and overcome, and significant
advancements made. As a result, both 90.9 WGUC and
91.7 WVXU are on solid ground and positioned for the
future.
Much of the organization’s attention was focused on
financial issues, as oversight and reporting procedures
were improved, along with consolidation of resources
and refinement of operations for WVXU. Additionally,
significant strides were made in improving the
organization’s bottom line. The measure of success
in this endeavor is best summarized by a comparison
of the excess revenue over expenses between Fiscal
year 2007 and 2006. This year, Cincinnati Public Radio
managed a $1.5 million dollar turnaround, and ended the
fiscal year in the black, for the first time in three years.
This phenomenal progress would have been impossible
without the stellar performance of our development
and underwriting teams. Membership income
increased 38.75% over the previous year, exceeding
all expectations of success, and breaking all previous
records. The underwriting department also demonstrated
unprecedented vigor and growth, smashing records of
its own with a 22% increase over the previous year.
A major element of Cincinnati Public Radio’s consolidation
of resources involved the negotiated sale of WVXU’s
three Ohio repeater stations. These stations had never
generated enough audience or income to justify their
operation, especially in light of the fact that, in two
locations, the signals competed directly with multiple
public radio outlets providing the same or very similar
programming. This transaction, which was approved by
the Federal Communications Commission in April 2007,
resulted in a million dollars in income, which was quickly
applied to outstanding debt.

To ensure continued compliance with future fiduciary
responsibilities and covenants, as the year drew to a
close, Cincinnati Public Radio took the unprecedented
step of reducing staff by 10%. This action resulted in
the departure of several very talented and capable
individuals, some of whom had served the stations with
distinction for many years. However, with few alternatives
available, the move was made to fulfill the stations’
fiduciary responsibilities to its many stakeholders and
supporters.
Throughout the year, audience data continued to
demonstrate exceptionally positive trends, especially
in view of the recent stagnation of audience growth in
public radio nationwide and the continued downward
slide of listening to commercial radio. The listenership of
WVXU now stands at an all-time high, and the time spent
listening (an important measure of audience satisfaction)
to WGUC is unprecedented.
Our stations continued to garner respect and notice
beyond our coverage area as evidenced by the list of
prominent national public radio celebrities who came to
Cincinnati this past year. Scott Simon, Ira Glass, David
Sedaris, Diane Rehm, and NPR CEO Ken Stern all paid
visits to Cincinnati. Cincinnati also played host to two
of the most successful national public radio programs,
From the Top (in a return engagement) and A Prairie
Home Companion (which hadn’t brought its touring show
to the region in more than 20 years).
Cincinnati Public radio continues to innovate, explore
and advance the latest in technology. As the year drew
to a close, WVXU prepared to join WGUC in digital
broadcasting utilizing HD Radio™ technology.

WGUC
In its second year as a fulltime classical
music station, WGUC has demonstrated its
audience’s satisfaction with 24-hour access
to classical music. In Spring 2007, WGUC’s
listeners spent an average of 7.3 hours per
week with the station – a measure much
higher than the typical public radio station
and a number unprecedented in the station’s
history.

o

WGUC
announcers/producers
continue to provide 16 hours of
local classical music programming
daily, while also producing special
concert broadcasts of the Cincinnati
Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati
Opera, and May Festival. Added
to the program line-up this year
were Music Cincinnati, a monthly
concert program that brought
additional high quality Cincinnati
classical music performances to the airwaves,
including concerts by Catacoustic Consort,
Vocal Arts Ensemble, Linton Music Series,
Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra and Chamber
Music Cincinnati; and SymphonyCast, a
weekly concert program featuring the best
performances from world class orchestras,
conductors and soloists.

On February 20, 2007, WGUC welcomed
From the Top to Music Hall for a live program
recording. The following young classical
musicians from the Greater Cincinnati
area joined host Christopher O’Riley for
a wonderful evening of music and fun:
violinist Sophie Pariot, cellist
Christoph Sassmanhaus,
pianist Kevin Bao, the
Fresh Winds Trio
– Thomas Kraynak,
Morgan Ferris, and
Tom Turner, and the
60-member Cincinnati
May
Festival
Youth
Chorus. This was the second time From
the Top has showcased Cincinnati’s talented
young performers to a national audience.
Partners in the event were Cincinnati
Arts Association, Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra, Music Teachers National
Association, Northern Kentucky University
Preparatory Department, Starling Project
Foundation, and University of Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music.

WGUC is My Source for the perfect end to my day.
Joe Galvin
Introducing the next generation of listeners to classical
music is an important part of WGUC’s mission. Classics
for Kids, the station’s multiplatform educational outreach
project, reaches children throughout the tri-state, across
the country and around the globe. In 2007, The Classics for Kids Applause Award
recognized local music teacher Jan Diehl for excellence in his classrooms at Guardian
Angels School. Classics for Kids also helped the 7th and 8th grade orchestra students
at Finneytown Middle School to Make Your Own Radio Show.

WVXU
91.7 WVXU’s program schedule of local,
national and international news and
information programming continues to
resonate with listeners and attract audience.
In Spring 2007, Arbitron measured the
station’s weekly audience at more than
144,000 listeners, an all-time high. Persons
for whom WVXU is their first and primary
choice for listening also reached record
numbers at more than 74,000.

authors, performers, and leaders from all
fields. Special programs produced during
the year included A Tribute to Kenny Poole
and Around Cincinnati Christmas.
The station continued to remaster and
rebroadcast programs from the Jazz with
OT archive, keeping the broadcast legacy of
Oscar Treadwell alive. 91.7 also presented
Sweet Love: A Tribute to OT featuring
performances by some of OT’s favorite local
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In addition to special events and programs,
WVXU produces three hour-long news
magazine programs and more than 100
local newscasts per week.
Cincinnati
Edition Saturday, Cincinnati Edition
Sunday, and Around Cincinnati showcase
local news, news makers, arts presenters,

jazz performers including the CCM Jazz
Combo, The Steve Schmidt Trio and the
Blue Wisp Big Band with Mary Ellen Tanner.
Proceeds from the event benefited the CCM
Jazz Studies Department and the Jazz Alive
educational program. More than 600 jazz
fans turned out to honor OT and enjoy a
special evening of jazz.
WVXU’s online experience became even
more exciting as the station offered
podcasts of its local programming segments
including The Front Row with Betsy Ross,
On the Money with Chris DeSimio, Focus on
Technology with Ann Thompson and The 90
Second Naturalist. Also available through
podcasts are Larry Thomas’s movie reviews,
the weekly news round up and the entire
Cincinnati Edition and Around Cincinnati
programs.

WVXU was proud to host a live broadcast of A Prairie Home Companion
from Music Hall on Saturday, November 25, 2006. The event turned out
to be one of the hottest tickets in town as Garrison Keillor wowed a sold
out audience with his unique style of humor, storytelling and music. The
evening included a tribute to Rosemary Clooney, remembrances of WLW
radio, the Guy’s All- Star Shoe Band and, of course, the News from Lake
Wobegon, and the Adventures of Guy Noir. There was even a proposal
of marriage. Prior to this visit, A Prairie Home Companion had not been
broadcast from Cincinnati in two decades. Garrison’s glowing praise of Music Hall was echoed
throughout the crowd as they were thoroughly entertained and mesmerized by live radio.
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Sources of Revenue
		

Individual Memberships
In-kind Donations
Foundations

$ 3,056,950

41%

1,033,982

14%

259,250

3%

Subtotal of Fundraising

4,350,182

58%

Underwriting

1280,090

17%

Federal, State and Local Grants

711,109

10%

Events

498,117

7%

Investment Return

359,593

5%

Gain on Sale of Property and Equipment

120,053

2%

Rentals and Services

71,163

1%

Other

9,756

0%

Total
		
		

7,400,063

Expenditures 		
		

Programming, Production, Transmission,
Program Information and Promotion

$4,632,887 66%

Fundraising

866,955 12%

Administration and General

830,280 12%

Underwriting
Total

678,204 10%
$ 7,008,326

Net Revenues Over Expenses 							

$391,737
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