Fiscal Year 2017
Report to the Community
Every day, Cincinnati Public Radio’s 90.9
WGUC, 91.7 WVXU and 88.5 WMUB enrich
Greater Cincinnati with in-depth local, national
and international news programming; 24-hour
classical music; and one-of-a-kind entertainment
opportunities. The stations are essential to
creating a vibrant, informed and involved tristate community.
More than 284,000 of our neighbors tune in
weekly to satisfy their curiosity, learn something
new and feed their souls. They enjoy and rely on
award-winning local and national productions
such as Cincinnati Edition, Around Cincinnati
and Classics for Kids®; NPR’s Morning Edition
and All Things Considered; Wait Wait…Don’t
Tell Me, Marketplace and This American Life;
concert recordings of the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra, Cincinnati Opera and May Festival;
special documentaries; and new podcasts.
Fiscal Year 2017 was an unequivocally banner
year for Cincinnati Public Radio. For the
third year in a row, income, membership and
audience numbers grew over the prior year.
Underwriting revenue surpassed $2.2 million,
5% over FY16 and another record year.

Membership revenue also increased 5.6% over
the prior year. There are now more than 9,000
sustaining members contributing more than $1.3
million annually.
Fueled by special and ongoing coverage of the
2016 Presidential campaign, WVXU experienced
year over year increases in both Average
Quarter Hour listening (24%) and Average
Weekly Unduplicated Listeners – CUME (30%).
In addition, as of Fall 2016, NPR’s Morning
Edition is now the #1 syndicated talk show in
the country with 14.7 million weekly listeners,
followed by All Things Considered as #2 with
14.4 million weekly listeners.
WVXU was pleased to welcome the StoryCorps
Mobile Booth to Cincinnati from April 20 – May
19, providing members of the local community
with the opportunity to record conversations
between family and friends and have them
archived at the Library of Congress.

Connecting You
to a World of Ideas
As a forum for civil discourse, 91.7 nurtures a free flow of ideas and builds a community of
informed citizens.
WVXU is Greater Cincinnati’s only source for in-depth news and information, offering awardwinning local, national and international programs that provide a variety of perspectives and keep
you up-to-date on the news of the day.
Through ongoing local news coverage and the daily
panel discussion program, Cincinnati Edition, WVXU
explores the issues important to our local community and
fosters conversation with innovators, decision makers and
voices from around the region.

“Thank you so much for your commitment to being a trusted source of news!
Can’t imagine going a day without listening.”

WVXU also broadcasts the best that public radio has
to offer, including NPR’s Morning Edition, All Things
Considered, and Wait, Wait…Don’t Tell Me; as well
as Fresh Air, Marketplace, This American Life, A
Prairie Home Companion, The TED Radio Hour,
and the BBC World Service.

“I love the detail that goes into your local reporting. It’s a valuable asset.”

In April 2017, WVXU welcomed the StoryCorps
Mobile Booth to Cincinnati, providing members
of the local community with the opportunity to
record conversations between family and friends.
142 interviews and two special events took place
during the month-long visit. All the interviews have
been archived in the Folklife Center at the Library
of Congress and WVXU is now broadcasting
excerpts from these conversations weekly.
StoryCorps in Cincinnati was sponsored by
the Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr./US Bank Foundation and The Johnson Foundation.

Programming Highlights
Sunday, May 28, 2017 marked the 40th anniversary of the devastating fire at the Beverly Hills Supper Club. WVXU’s Lee
Hay and John Kiesewetter produced a special documentary about the tragic event and its aftermath through conversations
with people who were there.
Special programs produced in honor of King Records month profiled Bull Moose Jackson,
Wynonie Harris, Roy Brown and Henry Glover. The 50th Anniversary of the Beatles Concert at
Crosley Field was also commemorated with a documentary special and a community event.
After setting up shop for a day in Madisonville and interviewing residents from the community, the
WVXU News Team produced a series of reports about the neighborhood, covering everything from
the history of its long-gone Dunbar neighborhood to revitalization and racial balance. Cincinnati
Edition also dedicated a program about the neighborhood.
WVXU’s educational outreach project, Democracy and Me, funded by the Charles H. Dater
Foundation, continued with the addition of resources to www.democracyandme.org throughout the
school year, covering topics that included Voting and Election Process, Political Parties, and the Role
of the Media. WVXU also hosted Democracy and Me Educational Teacher Workshops focusing
on the election and additional classroom activities; and provided a simulated presidential election for students. 452 students
participated electing Donald Trump with 45% of the votes. Hillary Clinton received 37%; Jill Stein received 10%; and Gary
Johnson received 8%.
With the impending sale of WNKU, WVXU changed its programming on WVXU HD2 to
XPoNential, a triple AAA service from WXPN in Philadelphia.

“I’ve been listening to WVXU for
about 10 years and it’s always been
the highlight of my day. I’ve never
met a program I didn’t find highly
interesting.”

Programming Highlights
“It would be a bleak world without WGUC.“
Classical music reflects and celebrates the
best that is in us, engaging the heart, mind
and spirit to provide inspiration, transform a
mood, and enrich life’s simplest moments.

Thousands tune to 90.9 for an emotional
connection that crosses the generations and
makes every day better.

WGUC also serves as a trusted guide to
WGUC has been Greater Cincinnati’s source our region’s arts and cultural performances,
for classical music for 57 years, broadcasting sharing a daily spotlight on the remarkable
at 90.9 FM since September 21, 1960.
array of arts and cultural opportunities
The station is a companion, a wake-up
available throughout the region, helping
call, and an oasis of calm in the midst of
these organizations expand their audiences.
chaos. Morning, noon and night, WGUC
is a constant source of classical music’s best
compositions and performances.

“I can’t live without the station.”
“I listened to WGUC on the way to school with my mother and now
I enjoy listening with my son on the way to daycare.”

WGUC was proud to present the live broadcast of the Cincinnati
Symphony Orchestra / Cincinnati Pops Lumenocity concert from
the Taft Theatre on Friday, August 5, 2016, making the music of
the beloved concert event available to the entire Greater Cincinnati
community.

New to the WGUC / Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra partnership
this season was CSO In Concert on-demand streaming of
WGUC’s concert recordings the week following each concert
broadcast.

Also heard on 90.9 this year were broadcasts of James Conlon’s
final season with the May Festival, broadcasts of the Cincinnati
Opera season and Music Cincinnati broadcasts featuring the Vocal
Arts Ensemble, Linton Music Series, Hyde Park United Methodist
Organ Series and the Music in the Museum Organ Series, again
making these performances available to those who are unable to
attend for a wide variety of reasons.
WGUC’s Classics for Kids® continues to spark the imagination
of children of all ages. Host Naomi Lewin uses music to tell a
composer’s story, illustrate a musical concept and pique a child’s
interest in a fun way. Online, classicsforkids.com
provides an interactive, multimedia musical
experience that is being utilized across the
globe, providing free resources to parents
and curriculum materials to teachers
to help introduce the next generation to classical music
and keep arts education in the schools.
Classics for Kids® is sponsored by the Charles H. Dater Foundation.

“I really appreciate the fact that we have 24-hour
classical music. It’s very rare. I listen all the time.”
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Individual Memberships

$3,545,925 48%

Underwriting

$2,220,395 30%

Trade & In-Kind Donations

$624,354 9%

Federal, State and Local Grants

$558,537 7%

Foundations

$393,521 5%

Rentals and Sales

$56,038 0.5%

Events

$45,000 0.5%

Other
Total
		
		

Expenditures
		

$4,184
$7,447,954
		

Programming, Production & Transmission /
Program Information and Promotion

$4,364,932 68%

Underwriting

$841,789 13%

Fundraising

$754,435 12%

Administration and General

$421,234 7%

Total

$6,382,390
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